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From Karon Bell: 
To my great group of volunteers who helped at the 
Richmond Highland Games – Huge thanks to all of you 
and let me start by thanking my right hand man, Ray 
Gallagher.  Ray comes to my house to load my truck 
with the equipment for the IAS tent.  Then he comes 
back on Sunday to load the truck after the festival.  He 
also helps out during the weekend and marches for the 
IAS in the Parade of Clans.  Next, to Kerry Dermady 
for the wonderful bandanas that she makes for our “dog 
visitors” to the tent.  The donations for the bandanas, 
along with other contributions added $90 for our Mary 
Ryan Fund.   Also thanks to Ann McGehee, Kathryn 
O’Meara, Denis Maguire, Frank Hardy, Dan Begley, 
Gina Venn, Dave Beugelsdyk, Karen Ide, Don & 
Dominique Smith, Nancy Emig & Bill Riddell and his 
buddy.  All helped in the tent and in many ways over 
the weekend.  I hope I didn’t, overlook anyone, please 
know how much your efforts and time are appreciated.  
See you at the Christmas Party! 
 

IRISH FUN 
FREE IRISH FÉILE --- IRISH FESTIVAL 
November 16th – at Clover Hill High School 

13301 Kelly Green Lane Midlothian, VA. 
(Chesterfield County) 

 

This free, family-friendly event is a fundraiser to 
help the Clover Hill band earn the funds for a trip to 
Ireland. There will be entertainment - including Irish 
Dancing, vendors, a silent auction, games, concessions, 
arts & crafts, inflatables, and more for the whole family 
 to enjoy. More information about the entertainment, 
vendors, and silent auction can be found below. If you 
have any questions, please contact them at their email- 
(irishfestivalchhs@yahoo.com) 
The IAS will have a small display too - with our 
membership applications!  
Please share this event and invite all of your friends! 
 
 

The IAS is working to provide a marker for Mary 
Ryan’s grave.  To date, the most recent generous $50 
donation brings us to a total of $381.00 towards the 
designated goal of $909.75 for the monument and the 
foundation. 

The IAS plans are to contribute ½ of any proceeds 
of the Christmas Silent Auction to the Memorial Fund.  

So, dear members, please start searching now for Irish 
themed items to donate to the auction.   

The IAS hopes to have the monument installed on 
March 13, 2014 to mark the 151st sad anniversary of the 
Brown’s Island arsenal explosion on March 13, 1863.   

Donations are welcome at any time to help us meet 
the goal.   

The IAS provides a great opportunity for our 
Richmond Irish folks to get together, but our most 
important job is to highlight our Irish/American 
heritage.  This is our opportunity to identify the Irish 
connection to this local tragedy.  
 
AND SPEAKING OF THE CHRISTMAS PARTY  

The proceeds from the Christmas Party Silent 
Auction help the IAS meet expenses like Insurance, the 
Newsletter, Postage and more.  This year, the IAS has 
committed to provide the marker for Mary Ryan.  The 
marker will commemorate – not only the horrific event 
– but also all of the Irish children and young women 
who died at this spot in Richmond.   

Your donation of Irish  themed items and 
memorabilia will help us reach that goal.  The items 
can be new or gently used. We need your help to make 
this a success.  Items can be brought to the November 
meeting on the 9th.  If you need something picked up – 
you can contact Kathryn O’Meara and together the 
Board will try to make arrangements to pick it up.  
 

A HEARTY IAS 

 
To our newest members who joined at the Richmond 
Celtic Games: 
 
Michael Waugh & Trish Jenkins, Christine Bailor, Edy 

Waddick & Tracy Langley 
 

And we welcome back our old buddy, Elizabeth (Liz) 
Steen.  So glad to have you all join us for the Irish fun! 
Everyone please be sure to keep your membership up to 
date… WE NEED YOU! 



Here’s something about 2 of our new members.. 
Michael Waugh & Trish O’Donnell – they are the 
proprietors of Wild West Irish Tours  in Ireland.  They 
divide their time between Ireland and the US and 
Michael has graciously offered to do programs for our 
IAS group - on Ireland, Irish Culture and more. HOW 
COOL IS THAT!!! 

 
You can visit their website here.  
http://www.wildwestirishtours.com/ 

 
NO POLITICAL AFFILIATION IS INTENDED  

  
11/22/2013 – 5pm – JFK 50th Anniversary –Anyone 
interested in joining in a discussion on JFK and his 
Irish-American and Catholic life is invited to meet other 
interested Irish -at "The Tavern " - The Tavern is 
across Three Chopt from the Village Shopping Center 
in a small Strip Mall – in the triangle between Three 
Chopt and Patterson. Click link below for 
Directions/map 
 http://www.ilovethetavern.com/directions/ - Just show 
up if you are interested.  (From Dan Begley) 
 

SUNDAY, NOV 10TH – 8 PM  - NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC TV – “  

THE KILLING OF KENNEDY **  
 

Based on the best-selling book by Bill O’Reilly and 
Martin Dugard, Killing Kennedy begins in 1959, at 
major turning points for both the future president and 
his assassin. John F. Kennedy (played by Emmy-award 
winner Rob Lowe) is in Washington, D.C., preparing to 
announce his presidential candidacy, while Lee Harvey 
Oswald finds himself in the U.S. embassy in Moscow, 
renouncing his U.S. citizenship. These two events start 
both men—one a member of one of the United States’ 
most wealthy and powerful families, the other a 
disillusioned former Marine and Marxist—on a 
cataclysmic track that would alter the course of history. 
Throughout the film, we see their highs and lows, 
culminating in not one but two shocking deaths that 
stunned the nation. For more information  - Click 
(http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/kil
ling-kennedy/ 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

**No matter your personal political or religious 
leanings – the Election & Presidency of Kennedy were 
historical milestones in our lifetime. For me, my 
Parents were not members of any political party – and I 
was 17 and in High School that day.  I had seen 
Kennedy at the Milwaukee Airport in 1960 – only 
because my Dad was curious “I wonder where all those 
limos are going?”  So we drove in and attended his 
campaign address. Then 3 yrs later –the assassination of 
a US President– an act that I thought only happened in 
the history books.  I still remember the feel of that day, 
the weather - a dark, cold, rainy day in Illinois. I 
remember the rumors of other assassinations – that 
Vice-President Johnson and the Pope were also 
murdered. I remember, the shock, the sadness, the fear, 
and the disbelief, all just as if it was yesterday.   

 
James P. Carroll – Rest in Peace 

 

 
 
A favorite IAS Member – JP 86, of Richmond, departed 
this life October 28, 2013. (That’s JP in the apron 
volunteering for the Hibernians) His son, James P. 
Carroll III and his wife, Amy; two stepdaughters, Robin 
Smith and Noel Sengel; six step grandchildren, Travis, 
Tiffany, Morgan, Meri, Ryan and Robin Player; and 
three brothers, Donald, Tim and Danny Carroll, survive 
him. J.P. was a retired Sergeant Major in the U.S. 
Marine Corps having served in WWII. He was a very 
decorated Marine who served in WWII, The Korean 
conflict and had 4 tours of duty in Viet Nam. The 
Marines sent a color guard of nine including an officer; 
3 gun salute, taps and flag presentation to his son He 
was a 4th Degree Knight in the Knights of Columbus, 
and was a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. 
Memorial donations may be made to the American 
Cancer Society, 4240 Park Place Ct., Glen Allen, VA 
23060. 

Semper Fidelis 
 



BOSTON’S FENWAY PARK – 
AN IRISH-AMERICAN LANDMARK 

 
Fenway Park – home of the Boston Red Sox officially 
opened on April 20, 1912 and has outlasted all other 
major league baseball parks, becoming a shrine for 
baseball lovers everywhere. 

The contractor who built this lyrical ballpark was 
Irish immigrant Charles E. Logue (1858-1919), one of 
Boston’s renowned builders of Irish descent. Logue 
arrived from County Derry in 1881 at age 23, and 
quickly gained a reputation as a skilled carpenter and 
ambitious young man. 

Logue’s timing was perfect when he formed the 
Charles Logue Building Company in 1890. The Boston 
Irish had finally begun to wrestle control of the city 
from the recalcitrant Yankees with the election of Hugh 
O’Brien, Boston’s first mayor, in 1884.  

According to Boston historian Dennis Ryan, 
Charles Logue became major contractor in the Irish 
community, building Boston College’s campus as well 
as churches for the Boston Archdiocese. Mayor Patrick 
Collins appointed Logue to the Schoolhouse Committee 
in 1904, citing the need for a practical builder, and 
Mayor John “Honey Fitz” Fitzgerald, President John F. 
Kennedy’s grandfather, relied on Logue to build a 
“busier, better Boston.” But Fenway Park would 
become Logue’s enduring landmark.  

Ground was broken for the park in September1911, 
and the stadium was finished the following spring, a 
considerable achievement given the harsh New England 
winters.  

According to the Boston Red Sox web site, the 
official opening took place April 20, 1912: “The Red 
Sox defeated the New York Highlanders — later known 
as the Yankees — before 27,000 fans, 7-6 in 11 
innings. The event would have made front page news 
had it not been for the sinking of the Titanic only a few 
days before.” 

Fenway remained an Irish gathering place for years 
to come, when there wasn’t a baseball game scheduled. 
On June 29, 1919, for example, Irish leader Eamon 
deValera held a Freedom Rally at Fenway Park that 
attracted nearly 60,000 people, spilling onto the infield. 

The Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) also played 
at Fenway over the years. On June 6, 1937 All-Ireland 
Football Champions from County Mayo defeated the 
Massachusetts team, 17 to 8. And on November 8, 
1954, the All-Ireland hurling champions County Cork 
beat an American line-up, 37 to 28. 

Today the legacy of Charles Logue remains intact. 
Red Sox president Larry Lucchino has a framed 
photograph of Charles Logue in his office, "for a little 
inspiration," according to the Providence Journal.  

And Boston’s Irish Heritage Trail, which 
depicts the city’s 300 years of Irish history, includes 
Fenway Park as one of the twenty stops along the Trail, 
joining the Rose Kennedy Garden, Irish Famine 
Memorial, Copley Square Park and other local 
landmarks. Logue’s descendants have also remained a 
presence in the area, thanks to Logue Engineering 
Company, Inc. in Hingham. According to its web site, 
Charles remained president of the company until his 
death in 1919. His son, A. Emmett Logue and 
grandson, A. Emmet Logue, Jr. ran the company until 
1972. Great grandson Jim Logue started Logue 
Engineering in 1975, and his son Kevin, is now the fifth 
generation of Logues in the family business. 

“We are very proud to have him as a part of our 
family and everyone is always interested to hear of our 
connection with Fenway Park,” Kevin Logue said. 

Indeed, Bostonians everywhere are proud of his 
sturdy stadium that has outlasted all other major league 
parks in the nation. To Charles Logue and his family 
from everyone who loves baseball – well done! 

 

(BY Michael P. Quinlin is president of the Boston Irish 
Tourism Association and author of the book, 

Irish Boston: A Lively Look at Boston’s Colorful Irish Past. ) 
 

**Did You Know?** Ted Williams( Irish/Welsh) is the 
last man to bat over .400 in a season, hitting .406 in 
1941 for the Boston Red Sox. (I think it was the Irish in 
him that did it!) 
 

Nancy’s Disclaimer --- With the Boston World Series 
Title win, I thought you might enjoy this neat 
Irish/American connection to the Red Sox & Fenway. 

(And oh-by-the-way--- “Go Bears!” ☺☺☺☺)



 
 

THE RICHMOND IRISH AMERICAN SOCIETY 
 

PRESENTS A SPECIAL PROGRAM   
 

SATURDAY – NOVEMBER 9TH – 1:00 
  

BROWN’S ISLAND 1863 ARSENAL 
EXPLOSION 

& THE IRISH CONNECTION  
 

 
                                                                                                                    Dan Marsula/Post Gazette Illustration 

 

Guest Speaker – Sandy McCracken Bergman 
of THE FRIENDS OF THE RICHMOND SHOCKOE HILL CEMETERY 

  

TUCKAHOE LIBRARY – 1901 STARLING DRIVE  
 

HENRICO, VA -(NEAR PARHAM/THREE CHOPT)   
 

 Please join us a bit early for hospitality time prior to the start of the program.  
 

FREE PROGRAM – OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
 
 
 



 

Pub
News

From the Fear an tí

 
 

Do you like being around happy people?  You 
could have found them at Rosie Connolly’s for Pub 
Night! 

IAS found itself at Rosie Connolly’s on a 
delightful autumn Saturday night.  Members enjoyed 
a bit of unexpected fun courtesy of the local Emerald 
Society. 

A lost soul approached our group, asking if we 
were Emerald Society members.  Seems she’d heard 
they would meet at Rosie’s … but she was the only 
one to show.  We enjoyed talking with her, 
shamelessly and eagerly encouraging her to join 
IAS.  Nonetheless, she finally reached a compatriot 
by phone and headed to the right spot for her soirée, 
O’Toole’s.  One of Rosie’s staff said it’s not the first 
time that the Emerald Society left its own stranded at 
Rosie’s, wondering where the Emeralds were 
supposed to gather.  ☺ 

 
As we awaited meals, the door prizes appeared.  

Carroll Graham and Karen Ide were early winners 
 

 
 

 
Excite built as we awaited the evening’s “grand 
prize.”  Wouldn’t you know that the lovely Christina 
Maguire, who has so often enchanted us with her 
expert and elegant Irish step dancing, would be 
deserving? 
 

 
 

Unfortunately, although Ms. Maguire is eligible for 
fine glassware, she’s not yet entitled to fill it.  Ever 
protective, father Denis decided the prize would well 
serve as a Christmas present … for himself.  Poor 
lass, first a winner and then “poof!”  We must make 
amends! 

Submitted by: 
 Jim “Shéamus” Mahone 

Fear an tí 
 

UPCOMING IAS PUB NIGHT! 
Rare Old Times* 

Is pleased to present 
Traditional Irish music by 

Mary Smith 
& 

Gregg Kimball 
on 

“Saturday, January 25, 6--8 pm” 
This performance coincides with 

“Pub Night” 
A regular gathering of 

The Irish American Society 
Of Greater Richmond 

*10608 Patterson Avenue, 
Richmond 23238 – 804-750-1346 

http://www.rareoldetimes.com/ 
 
 
 



  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS  – Click on links in calendar and you can hear song selections from the artists 

And ALWAYS click the links below to get the latest updates on upcoming events 
http://richmondias.org/events.php or for a full month calendar of current events click here. IAS Calendar 

 

Nov 9th  Tuckahoe Library – Sandy Bergman – Guest Speaker 1:00 – see Newsletter item 

Nov. 16th Irish Festival at Clover Hill High School… (see newsletter) 

Nov 18th IAS Board Meeting.  7pm O’Tooles All members welcome 
Nov 22nd  
5pm 
JFK - 
Discussion 

From Dan Begley – On 11/22.2013 -Anyone that is interested in discussing JFK and his 
Catholic and Irish American life is invited to meet like-minded Irish -at "The Tavern" 
The Tavern is across Three Chopt from the Village Shopping Center in a small Strip 
Mall. Click for Directions http://www.ilovethetavern.com/directions/ 

Dec 15th  
IAS Annual Christmas Party and Irish Silent Auction - 2pm to 6pm Shenandoah 
Community Center – same location as last year – just in the afternoon! 

Jan 25th Pub Supper Rare Olde Times – Irish Music – Mary Smith & Gregg Kimball 6pm  
March 15, 
2014  
Sunday -7pm 
Box Office:  
804-261-ARTS 
(2787) 
Monday-Friday 
9am-5pm 
 

Celtibillies - Formed in 1994 as a contra-dance band, Celtibillies began exploring the deep-rooted 
connections between Celtic music and the Appalachian music of their home region of southwest 
Virginia. Their music expanded beyond dance tunes to include a wide range of traditional Celtic 
and Appalachian Old-Time music and song as well as original music. Bluegrass Unlimited 
described their music as, a masterful work of art that transcends all musical genres. Dancers from 
the Blue Ridge Irish Music School in Charlottesville join in on the fun giving a down-home twist 
to this St. Patrick’s Day celebration. 
Artist Video  The Cultural Arts Center in Glen Allen 
http://www.artsglenallen.com/facility-info/directions.php 

March 2014 Women of Ireland in Concert at John Paul Jones Arena in Charlottesville.  Info coming.  
 
 
 
 

Irish Seisiún Information – Go & Support!                              
Rosie Connolly Seisiún 

http://www.rosieconnollys.com/ 
1548 E Main St -Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 343-1063 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
About 7:30 until ? 
 

Hiram Haines Seisiún 
Hiram Haines Coffee & Ale House 
Rivers’ Edge Building 12 Bank Street, Petersburg 
2nd Saturday of each month -7 pm - ? 
 

Ashland Old Time Jam and Irish Seisiún 
Ashland Coffee & Tea 
100 Railroad Avenue, Ashland 
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month -10 am ‘til 1pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DON’T FORGET --- 
• Gather Irish Items for the IAS 

Christmas Silent Auction 
• Go to the Nov 9th IAS program at the 

Tuckahoe Library 
• GO to the Irish Festival Clover Hill 

High School 
• ATTEND THE IAS CHRISTMAS 

PARTY ON DECEMBER 15TH! 
 
 
IRISH WORDS OF WISDOM –  
Never iron a four-leaf clover. You don’t want to 
press your luck. 
 
 


